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Hello BPW, here are a few notes for you this month:


A very special THANK YOU to Zulfat for leading a very successful Woman’s Day on
the Hill conference on March 14th. Photos from Day on the Hill are on page 4.



The Regional Meetings were all successful and you can see a short recap and photos
on page 5.



We observed Equal Pay Day a few days ago and YES it is sad that there is still a
wage gap, but thank you all for making it known to others through proclamations,
flyers, “Un”Happy Hours, radio announcements, newspaper articles, etc. Page 3



The State Convention will be held in Lebanon at the Comfort Suites on Friday, June
15th and Saturday, June 16th. The Board of Directors will meet at 3PM on Friday.
The Formal Opening and 1st Business session will begin at 5PM on Friday. The
Awards Dinner and Silent will begin at 7PM on Friday. On Saturday morning the
voting will be from 9 to 9:30AM. We will have a motivational Speaker at 10:00 and
then discuss the 2018-19 TNBPW Year.



President's reports and award entries are due by May 15th. The template is found
on www.bpwtn.org. Mentor award nominations are due May 15. BPW Foundation
contributions are due by April 30th & then verification due to the chair by May 15th.



Please send all reports to SharonLyrae@Yahoo.com by May 15th. All of the reports
will be combined into a Convention Book and we hope no extra committee copies will
have to be passed out. If you will not have your report by May 15th please let me
know and we will work out an alternate date.



I am happy to see that we have a candidate running for every office except two.
You can see those members bios and photos on pages 8 & 9.



We have begun to market our conference and have begun to receive registrations
but we still need more. Unfortunately, conferences are rather expensive. Therefore,
I challenge each local organization to buy or sell at least two ads. The sponsorship
form (on page 6) gives you an opportunity to buy an ad as well as sponsor.
Please note that the Deadline has been extended until June 1st.



We will have a Silent Auction and that each local organization is asked to bring one
item or more. The funds made from the auction will go to the TN BPW Education
and Scholarship Fund.



Unfortunately this year because of our limited amount of space, we will not have
vendors. But for those who love to shop, you will have plenty of time on Saturday
after the installation.

Thank you all for your support this year. I appreciate each and every one of you.
Sharon Taylor-Carrillo, TN BPW President
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Business and Professional Women of TN 2
The 2017-18 TEAM BPW
President -Sharon Taylor-Carrillo
1st Vice President –Zulfat Suara
2nd Vice President—Robin McKamey
Secretary - Michelle White
Treasurer –Ann Hiegel
Region I Director—Treasa Newton
Region II Director — Tressy Hart
Region III Director—Carol Turpen

Carol, Tressy, Treasa, Robin, Sharon, Zulfat, Ann, Michelle, Beth
The Business and Professional Women of Tennessee (BPW/TN)
is a statewide organization promoting
equity for all women in the workplace through
advocacy, education and information.
We are a powerful network of workingwomen seeking to advance
career goals, earn higher salaries, build stronger
businesses, and achieve pay equity and equal opportunities.
As all women gain earning and spending power,
they aid in reshaping U.S. consumer trends.

Parliamentarian –Beth Bates
Our Goal
To be the leading nonpartisan, grassroots
advocate for working women.
Our Mission
To achieve equity for all women in
the workplace through advocacy, education
and information.

And BPW/TN members are on the leading edge of that trend.
Our Objectives

BPW/TN means business for you!



WHAT BPW/TN CAN DO FOR YOU





Political Awareness & Community Involvement - Participate in a wide
range of activities and grassroots efforts to raise awareness of issues affecting
working women at local, state, and national levels.



Personal & Professional Development - Attend workshops and programs
designed to enhance professional skills and leadership abilities, such as Individual
Development and Young Careerist/Aspiring Leaders.



Scholarships - Assist women through scholarships to further formal
education.

To elevate the standards for women
in business and professions.

To promote the interests of business
and professional women.



To bring about a spirit of cooperation
among business and professional women
of the United States.



To extend opportunities to business
and professional women through education
along lines of industrial, scientific, and
vocational activities.



Members-Only Benefits -Enjoy access to insurance programs, discounts
on publications, travel credit card programs, Career Track training seminars,
and more.



A Network of Motivated Women - Connect with other motivated working
women, network professionally, share contacts and exchange information to
enhance your business and professional development.

Individual Development

Aspiring Leaders of Tomorrow

If you would like more information on
the ID program or if you have any
questions please contact chairDeborah Brasfield
phone: (731) 403-0002
email: onthesquaregandg@aol.com

If you would like more information
on the ALT program or have any
questions please contact chair—
Sheree Schneider
phone: 423-489-9731
email: AspiringLeader@bpwtn.org

EQUAL PAY DAY April 10th
What Is Equal Pay Day?
Here’s Everything You
Need to Know
by SHIRA TARLO
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Jackson Area BPW

The reason Equal Pay Day is on a Tuesday in April
Equal Pay Day was started by the National Committee on Pay Equity
(NCPE) in 1996 to highlight the gap between men and women’s wages.
Equal Pay Day is held every April to symbolize how far into the year
women need to work to make what men did in the previous year,
according to the NCPE.
It is always on Tuesday to
“represent how far into the
next work week women must
work to earn what men earned
the previous week.” In other
words, because women earn
less on average, they must
work longer for the same pay.

Jackson Area
BPW was wellrepresented on
Tuesday April 3rd
at the Jackson
City Council
meeting.

How the fight for equal pay got political In 1963, President John
F. Kennedy signed the Equal Pay Law, which made it illegal to pay
women lower rates for the same job as their male counterparts on the
basis of gender. At the time, women earned 59 percent of men’s wages. By 2000,women earned 74 percent of men’s wages. In 2009,
President Barack Obama overturned a Supreme Court decision that
said employees could not bring a salary discrimination suit if more than
180 days passed since the initial wage discrimination occurred, even if
it had continued, by signing the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act. The act
prohibits gender-based discrimination and allows women to fight back Jackson President Stacy Miller accepted the
against discrimination in the workplace regardless of when it began.
Are we making progress? It’s still slow. In 2014, Senate Republicans unanimously blocked legislation on equal pay. The bill would
have made it illegal for employers to punish workers who discuss
their salaries. The aim was to close a wage gap that found women
making 77 cents for every dollar that men earn.
However, this number is not true for all women. While women across
all races and ethnicities lag behind those of white men, as well as
men in their own racial or ethnic group, minority women face greater
challenges in this regard. Data from a 2016 study illustrates that while
white, non-Hispanic women make 83 cents for every dollar, Black
women make 66 cents, and Hispanic women make 60 cents.
So where are we now? On March
27, 2017 President Donald Trump
pulled back the 2014 Fair Pay & Safe
Workplaces order put in place by
Obama to protect women in the workplace.
It’s clear that women’s fight for pay equity and work opportunities is far
from over. In fact, it will take 169 years for the world to completely close
the economic gender gap. Equal Pay Day is a reminder that despite
some progress, the wage gap persists, and women have a way to go
when it comes to economic equality.

Proclamation from Mayor Gist and gave a rousing
acceptance speech!
Mayor Gist accepted
a Pay Day candy bar
from Stacy Miller

BPWTN Building Powerful Women
State Calendar of Events
April 16, 2018
April 17, 2018
April 30, 2018
May 11, 2018
May 15, 2018
May 15, 2018

May 16, 2018
June 9, 2018
June 15, 2018
June 15, 2018
June 15 & 16
June 16, 2018
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2018 DAY ON THE HILL

Deadline for Qualifying for State Wednesday, March 14, at Legislative Plaza, Nashville, TN
Officer and Regional Director
Zulfat Suara, 2018 TNBPW
Achiever mailing date
Day on the Hill Chair
Membership Dues &
Foundation Contribution
Deadline
Achiever Submission Deadline
for the Last Achiever this year
Deadline for Foundation
contribution Report to the
Foundation Chair.
Deadline for Presidents report
( to State President, IM, Leg &
Memb. Chairs) for Convention

Jackie Utley, Beth Bates, Zulfat Suara,
and Mary Jo Middlebrooks

Last Achiever mailing date
Knoxville—Harry Burn
Pre-Convention EC Meeting
Pre-Convention BOD Meeting
2018 BPW/TN Convention
Post-Convention BOD Meeting

Reminder to all members that any contributions
to the President's Gift, for this year, will need to
be sent to our State Treasurer, Ann Hiegel.
Please make sure to clearly mark the contribution as
President's Gift so there will be no misunderstanding.
Ann Hiegel
P.O. Box 534
Rockwood , TN 37854
CONGRATULATIONS MARY JO

The law firm of Middlebrooks & Gray, P.A. is pleased to announce
that Mary Jo Middlebrooks has been chosen as the recipient of the
2018 Sue Shelton White Award, presented by Jackson Area B&PW
and The Jackson Sun. The award was announced at the Sterling
Awards on April 11, 2018, in Jackson, Tennessee. This is an annual
award to an outstanding attorney in West Tennessee who is a
community activist working to create or change legislation to
improve the lives of women and children in the state of Tennessee.
Middlebrooks, whose practice is in Jackson, is a Certified Family
Law Specialist, Rule 31 Mediator, Federal Mediator, and a
Commissioner to the Access to Justice Commission for TN. She
received a B.S.E. from the University of Arkansas, and her Doctor
of Jurisprudence from Vanderbilt University School of Law

BPW TN Annual Spring Region Meeting Recaps
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Region I —March 3rd in Johnson City,
State Rep—President Sharon Taylor-Carrillo
Region II—March 10th in Lawrenceburg,
State Rep—2nd Vice President Robin McKamey
Region III—March 31st in Jackson,
State Rep– 1st Vice President Zulfat Suara

Region I— March 3rd Johnson City
Region I Director Treasa Newton
State Rep- Sharon Taylor-Carrillo
TBI Special Agent Jamesena Walker

Speaking on
Human Trafficking
Region II— March 10th Lawrenceburg
Region II Director Tressy Hart

Robin McKamey -State Rep
Tressy Hart-Region Director

Speaker—Ashley Massey
A vocal advocate for women. She is the President of the Women’s & Gender Studies Assoc. and the American
Assoc. of University Women at UNA. Additionally, she owns the jewelry line “The Gypsy Fawn”.

Region III - March 31st Jackson
Region III Director Carol Turpen
Zulfat Suara -State Rep
Carol Turpen -Region Director
Speaker—Martha Ervin
Presentation on Social Engineering
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Business and Professional Women of Tennessee Inc.

2018 State Convention Sponsorship Form
Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Business _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Contact Person _________________________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail_______________________________________________________Phone_____________________________________________
Sponsorship Levels
_______Gold $500. Three luncheon tickets. Exhibitor’s table. Full page color ad, inside convention magazine. Value $250. 7.50 X 10. TV, radio,
print media. Online: bpwtn.org May-June 2018.
_______Silver $250. Two luncheon tickets. Half page color ad. Value $100. 7.5 X 10 inches.TV, radio, print media. Online: bpwtn.org May June 2018.
_______Bronze $100. One luncheon ticket. Half page black and white ad. Value $50. 7.5 X 4.75. Online: bpwtn.org May -June 2018
Advertising in Convention Magazine: All photos must be 300 dpi.
Full pages (color):

AD copy for inclusion in Convention Program.

Back page: $300. Color.7.5“ wide X 10” tall.

Send to SharonLyrae@Yahoo.com by June

Inside front or back page: $250. 7.5” wide X 10” tall.

Payment must be received no later than Friday, June 1, 2018.

Inside color pages: $200 7.5” wide X 10” tall

Signed: ___________________________________________

Half pages (color): $100 7.5” wide X 4.75” tall.

Print name:________________________________________
Date:_______________

Quarter page (color): $50. 3.25 inches wide X 4.75 inches tall

1, 2018.

Make checks payable to BPWTN Convention and mail to:

B&W ad pages:
Full page, $100. Half page. $50. Quarter page: $25. Same sizes as color.

Ann Hiegel, P.O. Box 534 , Rockwood, TN 37854

Please consider making a donation to the
Tennessee Business and Professional Women's
Education and Scholarship Fund.
Donations are tax deductible and can be made online at
www.wth.org/foundation.
Tip: in the alphabetical list of funds in the pull down menu it
is listed under T. Donations can be made in honor or
in memory of someone.

Be inspired
Be powerful
Be BPW
Sharon
Taylor-Carrillo
BPW/TN 2017-18
State President
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BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL WOMEN OF TENNESSEE, INC. (BPW/TN)
“Be Inspired, Be Powerful, Be BPW”
STATE CONVENTION
June 15-16, 2018
Hotel & Meeting Location:
Mail registrations to:
Lebanon Comfort Suites
Jewell Walker
904 Murfreesboro Road
415 Collinwood Drive
Lebanon, TN 37090
McMinnville, TN 37110
Phone 615-443-0027
Phone: 931-607-2883
E-mail: jewellwalker2005@yahoo.com
Make checks payable to: BPW/TN Convention.
Please type or print in black or blue ink.
Name: ____________________________________________________

Home Phone ___________________

Address: __________________________________________________

Office Phone ___________________

City: ____________________________________ State: _____ Zip: ___________
Local Organization: __________________________________________
I AM REGISTERING AS:
E-mail: ____________________________________________________
____ State Officer
I am a first-timer to a BPW/TN Convention ____
Please check the functions you plan to attend:
Before 6/1/18
Registration Fee
$40.00 _____
Friday Night
$20.00 _____
Saturday Luncheon
$15.00 _____
Total
$75.00 _____

On or After 6/2/18
$45.00 ____
$25.00 ____
$20.00 ____
$90.00 ____

One-Day Registration

$20.00

$15.00

[Check Friday or Saturday] Friday (

______
)
______

____

Saturday (

$15.00

)

Visitor Registration

$15.00

____

Amount Enclosed:

$______________$______________

____ Regional Director
____ Standing Committee Chair
____ LO President [2017-2018]
____ LO President’s
____ Governance Chair
____ Past State President
____ LO Delegate [MOL or SOL]
____ LO Member [1-Day]
____ Parliamentarian
____ Sub/Special Committee Chair
____ Member-at-Large
____ Member-at-Large [1-Day]
____ Young Careerist
____ Visitor
____ Guest

One-Day registrants are not eligible to vote in elections or business meetings and may not receive packets or other materials.
State Officers, Regional Directors, Standing Committee Chairs
Parliamentarian, Immediate Past State President, Governance
Chair

SEND CHECK FOR NON-EXEMPT EVENTS ONLY

Please place an X beside the primary office for
which you are registering. Mark all others which
apply with a check mark [√].

Dietary Restrictions: If you have dietary restrictions because of health, please describe.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Room Reservations
Comfort Suites Lebanon
A block of rooms has been reserved for BPW at the Comfort Suites Lebanon for June 15,16, 2018.
Cut-off date for reservations is May 31, 2018. The rate for rooms reserved on or prior to May

31 is $99.95 +
tax for single or double occupancy. Room requests after the cut-off date are subject to availability, and rates higher
than the group rate may apply. (breakfast is included)

615-443-0027, and identify yourself as a member of
the Business and Professional Women of Tennessee. GROUP IDENTIFIER “BPWTN”
For reservations please call the Comfort Suites Lebanon at

All reservation requests must be accompanied by a major credit card or check.
PLEASE be sure to identify any special needs or accommodation requests when making hotel reservation.
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Report from the Nominating Committee
There are 2 positions with no candidates: President Elect , and Region I Director.
Please note if there is a position you are interested in you must be endorsed and have a completed Candidate Data Form
to be eligible then you can be nominated on Friday of Convention.
The requirements and all qualifications to run are in the Bylaws, Article XII. Nominations, Section 2

Region I:Charlotte Buchanon

**Region II:Tressy Hart

Region III:Gail Horner

!
It’s not too late. Although you will need to be nominated from the floor, we
encourage you to go ahead and send in your nomination for office forms so the
committee and review them and you are ready to run.

Robin McKamey candidate for President endorsed by Elizabethton BPW. She grew up in Shady Valley, TN and now lives
in Elizabethton, TN. She has a Bachelor's Degree in Business, and a Masters in Education 1-8 from Milligan
College & 7-12 Business Ed. Robin is a Business Education Teacher of 20 years and currently teaches Keyboarding at TA Dugger Junior High School with Elizabethton City Schools. She is married to Mike McKamey
a professor of Public Health at East TN State University and they have a beautiful daughter, Kelsi McKamey
who is 20 and a Junior at East TN State University. Robin is very active with March of Dimes and is currently
a board member. She loves animals-and has five rescued dogs & two cats! She’s a member of the Carter
County Humane Society and just started her own local rescue named Appalachian Tails. Robin currently
serve as the 2nd Vice President of BPW TN.
________________________ candidate for President Elect
This could have your name and photo.
Nominations for the President Elect will be
taken from the floor on Friday during the 1st
Business Session

Sharon Taylor-Carrillo candidate for 1st Vice President . Endorsed by Music City BPW, Sharon has been a member of BPW for
31 years. She is the Operations Manager at the African American Heritage Center in Franklin KY. She loves to
Volunteer for different causes that she is passionate about. She’s a member of Calvary Baptist Church. Sharon
is married to Miguel and together they have 6 daughters, 3 granddaughters and 3 grandsons. Sharon served as
BPW TN President in 2007-08, KFBPW State President in 2015-16 and is currently serving as the BPWTN
President . Sharon has served as a 2 state member for the past 10 years and will continue to. She has served
in all local offices and all state offices EXCEPT the office of Vice President and therefore she would appreciate
your vote for the office of 1st Vice President for the 2018-2019 BPW year.
Michelle White candidate for 2nd Vice President . Endorsed by Elizabethton BPW, Michelle has been a member of BPW for 3
years. She is the Operations Manager at Buckle in Johnson City, TN. Michelle loves to quilt, garden, read, cook
and travel. She’s a member of Valley Forge Christian Church. She is also on the board of the American Cancer
Society for the first time this year and her store ( Buckle) has a team in the Relay for Life to be run in June. This is
their third year to have a team. Michelle is married to Mark and they have a 18 year old daughter Maggie who
is9the president of FBLA at Elizabethton High School. She is a Grandmother of three: a 18 year old grandson
Grant lives in New York, and her 11 year old twins Briley and Bralyn live in Bristol, Tennessee. Michelle is currently
serving as the Elizabethton President and would appreciate your vote to serve as the BPW TN 2nd Vice President.

Brittany Madden candidate for Secretary endorsed by Elizabethton BPW. She holds a Bachelors Degree in Business
Administration and Marketing Management. She is currently an active member of the Elizabethton BPW
where she serves as the 2nd Vice President . Brittany is a local business owner, the Co-chairman for the
Appalachian Trails, a member of the Carty County Humane Society, a supporter of the March of Dimes,
and a volunteer for the Blue Plum Festival. She wants to serve BPW on the state level and would appreciate your
vote as Secretary for the 2018-2019 year.
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Ann Hiegel candidate for Treasurer . Rockwood Business and Professional Women presents Ann Hiegel as a candidate for the
office of Treasurer of BPW/TN. She previously served the Tennessee Federation beginning with the Expansion
Task Force 85-87 to President 94-95; She has served BPW/TN as Region I Director and 3 terms as Treasurer.
She has served Rockwood BPW in most of the executive offices, and as chair or member of many of the standing
or special committees, serving her first term as LO president from 1982-1984.
Ann holds a BS in Education and a Master’s Degree in English from the University of Tennessee, and is an avid
supporter of athletics there, especially the Lady Vols. She is a long-time contributor to BPW Foundation and has
contributed to the BPW/TN Scholarship Fund since its inception.
Her reasons for seeking the office of Treasurer are a desire to promote BPW/TN as a viable and vibrant organization; to position the
organization to continue to have influence to promote legislation or attitudes that benefit the working women of the state. She has
extensive knowledge of the financial policies of BPW/TN and duties of treasurer. She has developed and maintains a Membership
Roster and has assisted the LO treasurers in communicating the proscribed information and methods according to BPW/TN policies.
Ann would appreciate your vote for her for Treasurer for the 2018-2019 year to continue her service to BPW/TN as an organization
that continues and builds on a long tradition of service to working women.
_____________________ candidate for Region I Director
This could have your name and photo.
Nominations for the Region I Director will be
taken from the floor on Friday during the 1st
Business Session.

Tressy Hart candidate for Region II Director endorsed by Lawrence County BPW. Tressy graduated from the University of North
Alabama in 1993 with a double major in Honors English and Business Management and also received a Master’s
degree in Library and Information Science. She joined the Lawrence County BPW in the early 1990’s and loved it.
She served her local organization as the Young Careerist and the following year was the ID speaker. After serving
for two years as secretary, she became the president and has both continued the activities of the organization and
added new items to the yearly schedule that fit within the goals of BPW. Tressy served as BPWTN State President
2014-15. She has been in BPW for 10 + years and currently serves as Lawrence County Secretary-Treasurer.
Martha Ervin candidate for Region III Director endorsed by Memphis Area BPW. Martha has held state offices to include: Women
Joining Forces Chair, Financial Committee Chair, and Webmaster. Martha’s past local offices include: Foundation
Chair for East Memphis BPW and Recording/Secretary and Webmaster for Greater Memphis BPW. Martha is the
current BPW/TN Webmaster. Martha is employed with International Paper in Memphis, TN as an IT Business
Analyst working with human resources and payroll software. Martha is a returning employee with International Paper
after having served in a similar position for over 5 years with Methodist LeBonheur Healthcare in Memphis, TN.
Martha’s information systems career spans 20 years in which she has advanced through various rolls to develop
the qualifications and skills necessary to assist her customers. Martha also is 51 percent owner in a family business,
Ervin Hypnosis Center. Through a joint effort with her husband, Richard, they have built a successful hypnosis practice in Memphis
which celebrates its 10th year of operation in 2017. As a business owner Martha utilizes her skills and talents learned through
corporate jobs to advance the success of the family business.

Friday Registration 2pm-5pm

11-2:30 Pre-Convention
3pm Pre-Convention
5pm Convention
7pm

Saturday Registration 8am-10am
EC Meeting & Lunch
BOD Meeting
Formal Opening & 1st Business Session
Buffet & Awards Banquet & Silent Auction

8:30
9:00-9:30
10:00am Convention
12:00 Lunch
1:00pm
2:30pm

Credentials Report
Voting of the New Officers
2nd Business Session

for the TNBPW Education & Scholarship Fund

Installation of New Officers
Post-Convention BOD Meeting
I look forward to seeing you at State Convention.
As a bonus the First 10 people with a Paid Full
registration will receive a special gift at convention .
Special recognitions will also be made for any First
timers and New members that have joined BPW
as of April 1st. I hope to see you all at the Awards
Night on Friday June 15th. It is going to be a great
night. See you there. Sharon

Friday Nights Auction
will benefit the TN BPW
Education and
Scholarship Fund.
We are asking that each
local, and each EC
member donate a
minimum of 1 item
for the auction.

Business and Professional
W o me n o f T e n n e s s e e
2817 West End Ave.
Suite 126122
Nashville, TN 37203

We want to encourage everyone to join us for this
years convention. With the opening session on Friday
at 5pm it allows members to not take an entire day
or two off from work. We will finish all the 2017-18
reports and issues then close the year with an awards
banquet. Then Saturday we will have the election of
officers, a speaker and the installation along with
any new items for the 2018-19 year .

APRIL

Friday
June 15,
June 15,
June 15
June 15,
Saturday
June 16,
June 16,
June 16,
June 16,
June 16,
June 16,

BPWTN April 2018

Please make note of the Schedule for the 2018 BPWTN Convention Events:

be inspired
be powerful
be BPW.

,

