
The month of reconnecting to our members to each other. Please make sure

to attend at least one Regional meeting this year. Regional Directors are the

bridge of communication between the Local organizations and State

organization . Regional Directors provide information from State meetings to

the local organizations and in turn the local organizations provide their

information to be shared with other members during the State meetings. It is a

unique way of making sure everyone can be heard when travel is

unavailable.We are already into our 3rd month of the year and halfway to our

Convention 2020 this year. We hope you make plans to attend. Our 1st Vice

President, Martha Ervin, will be our Keynote Speaker on Friday of the

Convention, you can find more within this Achiever.

 

Please make sure to turn in your Candidate for Office Forms, if your plan to

run for a State Office for 2020-2021 year. 

 

Zulfat Suara, along with Music City BPW, will be having a Day on the Hill

event. Information for that event as well will be provided in this Achiever. The

Luncheon that followed the breakfast over the previous years will be on March

11, 2020. Please note Zulfat Suara will be honored at that event. Information

will be provided in this Achiever.

 

BPW/TN will not be doing the breakfast this year, our State Day on the Hill,

instead members have an opportunity to set in a legislative session and/or go

with other BPW/TN members as they explore the Capitol.  This event will take

place in April and is organized by our Chair Michelle White. Information will

be provided in this Achiever and April's.

 

We hope you are able to take the time and enjoy some of the events this

month.

 

One more thing, Past State Presidents, if you have not done so, please take

the time to do the questionnaire the Editors of this Achiever have provided for

you. We lose so much information when one of us passes. This information

will be provided to our future members and may make a connection or

difference in a future member's life. If nothing else it allows us to hold a piece

of you when you leave this world, to me and others, that may be the greatest

value of all.

 

Lee Ann Gaddis

BPW/TN State President '19-'20

Rockwood BPW President '19-'20

2015-2016 BPW/TN Past State President
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R E G I O N  I  M E E T I N G

The Region III meeting will be held on Saturday, March 14, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Bakers
BBQ Restaurant, 215 W Main St., in Jackson, Tenn. 
 
The meeting will open with a brief presentation on "Trends in Social Media" and a short analysis
of major challenges facing women in the workforce and BPW's response to those
challenges. The agenda will include information on events surrounding the 100th anniversary
celebration of the Ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment. All BPW Region III members are
invited to attend. 
 
Please RSVP by emailing jacquehillman@gmail.com.

 

Registration, Lunch and Networking  11:00am-12:30pm
Region II Meeting will begin at 12:30pm
Please RSVP - to SharonLyrae@aol.com by February 28th
Lunch cost between $15.00-$20.00 and the BPW registration is -$0 - (but if you RSVP and do
not show up you will be billed $15.00)

The BPWTN Region II Meeting will be held on Saturday, March 7th in Nashville at the Opry Mills
Mall at the Bavarian Bierhaus Restaurant from 11:00am to 2:00pm. The Speaker for the meeting
will be Metro Council Woman and Past BPWTN President Zulfat Suara. Everyone is invited to
attend and we look forward to good turn out. 
 

 
Questions please contact Region II  Director Sharon Taylor-Carrillo 
615-319-6531   or    SharonLyrae@aol.com

 

The Region I meeting will be held Saturday, March 21st at 12:00 pm at the Valley Forge
Christian Church in Elizabethton, TN.
 
Linda Wood with the Johnson City Coalition will be the guest speaker on behalf of the Johnson
City TN Suffrage Centennial Celebration. She will be speaking about the women's rights
movement in Johnson City, TN. For more information on the Johnson City TN Suffrage
Centennial Celebration please visit www.https://jctnsuffrage.org/. You can find upcoming events
for the year here as well.
 
Registration will open at 12:00pm and the meeting will start at 12:30pm
 
Please RSVP to Michelle White 423-512-1936 or Michelle.White12@yahoo.com

R E G I O N  I I  M E E T I N G

R E G I O N  I I I  M E E T I N G

REGIONAL MEETINGS



Equali-Tea is a part of MTSU’s Women’s History
Month Celebration
 
The organizers of the Equali-Tea announced the
event is moving into March!
 
The hats optional high tea has traditionally been held
on Equal Pay Day. According to the National
Committee on Pay Equity, the next Equal Pay Day is
Tuesday, March 31, 2020.
 
Equal Pay Day was originated by the National
Committee on Pay Equity in 1996 as a public
awareness event to illustrate the gap between men’s
and women’s wages. For the past 25 years, It has
been held in April but recent wage data from the US
Census shows women have made gains, moving the
symbolic date earlier in the year.
 
To bring attention to the wage gap, the 2020 Equali-
Tea will be held at 4:30 PM on Wednesday March
18th in the Student Union Ballroom at Middle
Tennessee State University. This event coincides with
MTSU’s Women’s History Month programming. The
theme this year is “ Nevertheless She Persisted:
Valiant Women of the Vote.”
 
The High Tea is a fundraising opportunity for the
Middle Tennessee Fund for Women and Girls, a non-
profit organization, that supports the mission to level
the playing field for women and girls in education and
the workforce. The funds raised go toward two
scholarships offered to MTSU students. This event is
also the stage for an annual presentation of the
Tempest Award which is presented to a community
leader who has worked to better the status of women
and girls in Tennessee. 
 
Reservations are required and can be made through
Eventbrite. https://www.eventbrite.com/e/equali-tea-
2020-tickets-90088068839

WOMEN'S  
 

HISTORY MONTH

Valiant Women of the Vote- 2020 Women’s History Month
 
Each year the National Women’s History Alliance chooses a
theme for Women’s History Month and this year’s theme is
“Valiant Women of the Vote.” This theme is to honor the
brave women who fought to win the suffrage rights for
women and for the women who continue to fight for the
voting rights of others.
 
Every year March is designated as Women’s History Month
by a Presidential proclamation. The month is set aside to
honor women’s contributions in American history. Women’s
History Month began as a local celebration in Santa Rosa,
California. The Education Task Force of the Sonoma County
Commission on the Status of Women planned a “Women’s
History Week” in 1978. The organizers selected the week of
March 8 to correspond with International Women’s Day. The
movement spread across the country as other communities
initiated their own Women’s History Week celebrations the
next year.
 
In 1980 a group of historians and women’s organizations-
led by the National Women’s History Project- successfully
lobbied for national recognition. In February 1980,
President Jimmy Carter issued a Presidential Proclamation
declaring the week of March 8th, 1980 as National Women’s
History Week. Subsequent Presidents continued to proclaim
a National Women’s History Week in March until 1987. That
year Congress passed Public Law 100-9 designating March
as “Women’s History Month.” Between 1988 and 1994,
Congress passed additional resolutions authorizing the
President to proclaim March of each year as Women’s
History Month. Each President, since 1995, has issued
annual proclamations designating March as “Women’s
History Month.”
 
Many communities around the country plan special
speaking engagements and celebrations- Is your local
community doing anything special? If not, perhaps your LO
would like to plan a celebration for this month or get
involved with a community involvement project for next
year! It’s never to early to start making plans!

 

Valiant Women of the Vote
Samantha Price

 

Equali-Tea Event
Samantha Price



INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN'S DAY

Harriman, Tennessee

The Daughters of the American Revolution - Avery
Trace Chapter are holding a Dessert Fest
beginning at 1:00 p.m. ($10 to sample local
restaurants desserts)
Tyler Boyd’s lecture at 2:40 p.m. 
Roane Choral Society concert at 3pm
Parking is available on the streets downtown and
in the old hospital parking lot. 

Rockwood BPW will be registering voters at the
Internation Women's Day event in Harriman,
Tennessee. This event will be held at the Princess
Theatre on March 8th, 2020. Make sure to stop by
their booth to visit and/or to register.
 
Events of the Day:

 
Contact Rockwood President Lee Ann Gaddis for
more information.

E L A I N E  S H E E T S
E L I Z A B E T H T O N  B P W

Ela ine is  an Ass is tance and Resource Min is t ry  Volunteer  vo lunteer  a t

Ass is tance and Resources Min is t ry ,  (A.R.M.) ,  in  E l izabethton TN.  

 

A.R.M.  was formed in  1991 at  the request  o f  the Car ter  County

Min is ter ia l  Associat ion to  he lp the area churches and ind iv iduals

coord inate benevolent  a id  for  food,  c lo th ing and other  resources.  A.R.M.

prov ides these resources to  those in  need in  a non-d iscr iminatory  and

equi tab le manner .  They serve an average 650 fami l ies each month.

 

E la ine 's  f i rs t  vo lunteer  exper ience at  A.R.  M.  was prepar ing food boxes

wi th  i tems donated by ind iv iduals ,  area churches and Second Harvest

Food Bank of  Nor theast  TN.  That  was over  14 years ago.  Now she serves

on the Board and as the Cloth ing Coord inator .  Her  job,  a lone wi th  other

vo lunteers,  is  to  inspect  donated i tems to  make sure the i r  c l ients  receive

good qual i ty  seasonal  c lo th ing for  ch i ldren and adul ts  a t  no cost .  E la ine

says that  the hours she vo lunteers there are very reward ing.

 

 

BPW IN THE COMMUNITY
 

 



R O B I N  M C K A M E Y
E L I Z A B E T H T O N  B P W

My love for  an imals  has led me on a path to  he lp save

and rescue them! There are so many animals  in  need

for  numerous reasons:  owner  passes away,  owner

abandons them, or  some fami ly  dynamics change-

babies,  co l lege,  d ivorce,  nurs ing home etc .  we are here

to rescue them and f ind them the lov ing homes they

deserve!  We help any animal  that  is  need!

 

Appalachian Tai ls  Animal  Rescue was founded by the

love of  an imals  and keeping animals  out  o f  the shel ter

set t ing inc lud ing those being turned away f rom the

shel ter .  We take the animals  in to  our  care and get  them

to the vet  for  spay/neuter  and vacc inat ions and then

place them in  foster  homes unt i l  we f ind them forever

homes.  We use soc ia l  media,  Pet f inder  and have animal

adopt ion events  at  loca l  bus inesses to  f ind lov ing

homes for  the animals  in  rescue.

 

We pr ide ourse lves in  f ind ing good lov ing homes and

only  ask ing for  donat ions f rom the adopters .  The

donat ion helps to  cover  the cost  invo lved wi th  vet t ing

and the dai ly  care for  the animals  we have in  our  care.

We a lso have mul t ip le  fundra isers throughout  the year

to he lp cover  costs

 

Nutr i t ion and vet  costs  become very expensive so we

reach out  to  the communi ty  for  he lp.  We can use any

type of  donat ion:  monetary,cat /dog food,  cat  l i t ter ,

bedding inc lud ing o ld  towels ,  sheets  b lankets ,  co l lars ,

leashes,  toys etc…  we apprec iate a l l  vo lunteers &

donors we couldn’ t  save the l ives we are sav ing wi thout

them!

 

Robin McKamey

App Tai ls  Founder /Pres ident

appta i ls01@gmai l .com

appalachianta i ls rescue@facebook.com

A R E  Y O U  A C T I V E  I N  T H E
C O M M U N I T Y ?

Please contact  Amber Far ley and Samantha

Pr ice at  publ icat ion@bpwtn.org and te l l  us

what  you do so we can feature you and your

non-prof i t  in  an upcoming issue!

 

Come back next  month to  check out  how

Amber Far ley has gone f rom a team capta in

wi th  the Amer ican Cancer  Society  to  Event

Chai r  and Advocate for  research and care for

cancer  pat ients !



 

Convention Schedule
Convention Schedule is Subject to Change. Please

note this is a tentative schedule only. 

 

All times are Central Standard Time.

T H U R S D A Y ,  J U N E  1 1 T H

Br ing your  own Beverage

Head Band Contest  -  Pr izes

wi l l  be awarded for  your  creat ions.  

7:00 pm Meet & Greet

Please note BPW does not own the right to these photos,
these were found online to give you an idea of what to create.

F R I D A Y ,  J U N E  1 2 T H

Members who have been a par t  o f  BPWTN for  less

than 5 years are inv i ted to  jo in  Pres ident  Lee Ann

Gaddis  and 1st  V ice Pres ident  Mar tha Erv in  to

d iscuss BPW, changes,and answer any quest ion

you may have.  There wi l l  a lso be a photo op!

Roar ing 20s/Mard i  Gras

wi th  BPW/TN theme colors  go ld,  purp le ,  and

green     

Pasta Bar

TBA -  Pre Conv.  EC 

i s  i f  I  can do i t  by ca l l  or  on l ine we can take

that  o f f  as a " to  do"

 

10am First  Timers Meet ing

 

11am Pre-Convention BOD Meeting

 

12pm Lunch on your own

 

2pm Keynote Speaker,  Martha Ervin

 

3:15pm Opening Convention

 

3:30pm BOD Meeting

 

7pm Awards Banquet 

S A T U R D A Y ,  J U N E  1 3 T H

Taco Bar  /  Salad Bar

Si lent  Auct ion Closes

8:45am Swearing in of  Elect ion Committee

 

9am-9:30am Voting is  Open 

                   for  State Off icers 2020-2021

 

9am – Si lent  Auct ion Opens

 

10am Results and Convention Body

 

12pm Lunch 

 

1 or  2 pm Instal lat ion of  2020-2021 State Off icers

and Regional  Directors

 

3pm Post  Convention EC then BOD Meeting

 

Convention Forms
In an effort to streamline the 2020 Convention

registration form, this year you can find it online at

www.bpwtn.org. If you cannot submit the online

form, you can call President, Lee Ann Gaddis, and

she will fill the form out for you and your payment

can be sent to the state PO Box at

1824 Roane State Highway Box 218

Harriman, TN 37748.

 

This year the program will also be made available via

a digital copy.

Rooms will be $139 plus tax per night

HAMPTON INN & SUITES
MT. JULIET

 

 
Deadline for hotel reservation is May 5th, 2020.

(615) 553-5900
Use Code: BPW when booking to get the group rate.

2020 STATE CONVENTION
 

 











March 3rd, 2020             Tentative mailing date for March Achiever
March 7th, 2020             Region II Meeting, Lebanon, TN
March 14th, 2020           Region III Meeting, Jackson, TN
March 21st, 2020           Region I Meeting, Elizabethton, TN
March 25th 2020            Day on the Hill
March 31st, 2020           Equal Pay Day
 
April 1st, 2020                Deadline for submission of material for April newsletter  (Candidates for Office)
April 10th, 2020              Deadline for nominations (State Officers, Regional Directors) to Nominations 
                                       Chair. (60 days before the first business session of Convention).
April 10th, 2020              Deadline for submitting bylaws amendments tbc at BOD (60 days prior)
April 10th, 2020              Approve all committee appointments for upcoming year (60 days prior to 
                                       Convention)
April 10th, 2020              Executive Committee approve convention budget
April 10th, 2020              Tentative mailing date for April Achiever
April 30th, 2020              Deadline for Membership numbers for awards
April 30th, 2020              Contributions to Foundation to qualify for awards
April 30th, 2020              Deadline for submission for Kaye Culbertson Mentoring Award to Mentoring Chair
 
May 1st, 2020                 Deadline for submission material for May newsletter
May 4th, 2020                 Early Registration Deadline for Convention
May 11th, 2020               Tentative mailing date for May Achiever (Convention Information)
May 15th, 2020               Deadline for LO officers information form to Pres-Elect, Treasurer, and Webmaster
May 15th, 2020               Deadline for President’s Reports (award qualifications, officers) to President, 

   1st & 2nd VPs, and Legislative Chair at www.bpwtn.org.
May 15th, 2020               Reporting Foundation contributions to Carol Turpen
May 15th, 2020               Deadline for room reservations for Convention
May 15th, 2020               Deadline for all reports to State President for Convention
May 15th, 2020               Deadline for all reports to President-Elect for Post-Convention EC and BOD
 
June 12-13th, 2020        BPW/TN Convention

Dedication of the Tennessee 
Woman Suffrage Monument

To celebrate the 100 year anniversary of women's right to vote, the Dedication of the Tennessee Woman

Suffrage Monument will be held on Tuesday, August 18th, 2020 at Centennial Park in Nashville, TN. 

 



Business & Professional

Women of Tennessee, Inc.
1824 Roane State Highway Box 218

Harriman, TN 37748

R U N N I N G  F O R  S T A T E  O F F I C E
2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1 ?
Completed Candidate Data Forms should be

returned to  the nominat ing commit tee member in

each reg ion:

 

Region I :

Michel le  Whi te

134 Chambers Hol low Road,  E l izabethton,  TN 37643

423-512-1936 or  Michel le .Whi te12@yahoo.com

 

Region I I

Liz  Stanley

3643 Alameda Dr ive,  Paducah,  KY 42001

270-243-2294 or  L iz .Lyrae@gmai l .com

 

Region I I I

Virg in ia  Bates

35 Walnut  Grove CV. ,  Jackson,  TN 38305

731-427-0465 or  batesv28@gmai l .com

M A R C H  3 1 S T
E Q U A L

P A Y  D A Y
Wear Red on March 31st  to  show

how far  in to  the year  a woman has

to work to  earn the same amount  of

money a man does the year  before.

 

Send photos and In format ion to

Amber Far ley and Samantha Pr ice

at  publ icat ion@bpwtn.org on what

your  loca l  is  do ing to  br ing

awareness to  th is  year 's  

Equal  Pay Day!


