
On behalf of BPW/TN we hope this message finds you  safe

during these try ing t imes .  We as a whole are strong and I know

one day  we can meet  in person again .  Please remember to be

v igi lant  in wearing a mask ,  social distance ,  wash both mask and

hands .  Reminder that  our Interim Board meet ings w i l l  be

electronically  through Zoom .  It  w i l l  be on November 5th .  You

can find more informat ion on the meet ings in this Achiever .  

Local organizat ions please make sure to send in your art icles

and pictures of your meet ings and/or events .  Members across

the state wou ld love to see them .  It  helps w ith the isolat ion .  

Members during this t ime ,  please make sure to reach out,  take

the t ime to write ,  text,  or call  another member .  Especial ly  if  you

normally  wou ld see them but  can ' t  due to social distancing and

cancelled events .  We are about  Women Helping Women .  This

has never been more important  than now.  

Please have a safe and Happy  Holiday  Season .  

Remember we are resil ient  organizat ion and a driv ing force that

started during the Spanish Flu  which is a similar experience to

what  we are dealing w ith Cov id-19.  We shall  overcome but  as

w ith all  things it  takes pat ience and t ime .

Thank you  for your t ime ,  

Lee Ann Gaddis

BPW/TN State President  '19-'21

Rockwood BPW President  '19-'21

2015-2016  BPW/TN Past  State President
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Joy Jarrett was born and raised in East Tennessee where she has lived

in Bluff City. She has two wonderful daughters, a great son-in-law, and

two awesome grandsons.  She is active in her church, loves to cook and

entertain family and friends during non-covid times.

Joy retired three years ago after teaching culinary arts and early

childhood education for thirty years. Her last seven years of teaching

were at Elizabethton High School where she met member Robin

McKamey. Robin invited Joy to a meeting and where she was impressed

with how they supported their community and that is when she joined. In

her time with Elizabethton BPW, Joy has attended State conferences

and become the local secretary of Elizabethton BPW.

Joy Jarrett
Elizabethton  Secretary

Tammy Gibson is the 2020-2021 President of the Rogersville Chapter of

BPW. She has worked for Hawkins County Schools for 26 years has

been serving as a Supervisor of Special Education there since 2007. 

Tammy has been married to her husband, Rick, for 26 years and

together they have a beautiful daughter, Hayley, and an adorable

grandson, Bryce.  She is an active member of Morrisetts Chapel Baptist

Church, where she teaches Sunday School, sings in the choir, and serves

as the church treasurer. 

Tammy also enjoys  reading and spending time with her precious family.

Tammy Gibson
Rogersville BPW President

We are looking to feature BPW/TN members from across the state. If

you would like to be featured in an upcoming issue or would like to

submit another member from your local, please send a photo and brief

bio to publication@bpwtn.org.

In addition to member profiles, if you are an entrepreneur and would like

to showcase your business, please send an article along with photos to

Amber Farley at the same e-mail address, publication@bpwtn.org.

Featured BPW/TN Members



Husband of 60 years: James L. Watts Sr of Rockwood, TN

Son: Lowell Watts of Rockwood, TN

Grandchildren: Ashleigh Sexton (Jordan) of Harriman, TN Abbie

Lou Watts of LaFollote, TN

Great Grandchild: Jayden Sexton of Harriman, TN

Vickie Watts, age 76 of Rockwood, passed away on Wednesday,

October 28th, 2020 at her home in Rockwood, TN. She was born on

November 1st, 1943 in Rockwood. Vickie was a member of the

Rockwood United Methodist Church, and also the Business &

Professional Women’s Club. She retired from the State of Tennessee

Department of Labor and Workforce Development after 30 years. She

served on the Rockwood Industrial Board and was a former member

of the Roane County Election Commission. She was a past secretary

treasurer of Dennis Ferguson’s fishing rodeo. She is preceded in death

by her Parents: Jewell & Louise Gaddis. 

She is survived by:

The family will receive friends on Saturday, October 31st, 2020 from

11:00 am – 1:00 pm at Evans Mortuary. Funeral Service will follow at

1:00 pm with Rev. Paul Johnston officiating. Graveside and interment

services will follow in the Oak Grove Cemetery in Rockwood, TN.

Evans Mortuary is serving the family of Mrs. Vickie Watts.

Vickie Watts
Rockwood BPW

Memorials can be made to the Rockwood BPW Scholarship Fund,,

please mail to:

Geraldine Wallick

329 S. Front Ave, 

Rockwood, TN 37854

Memorials



Elizabethton BPW celebrated National Business Women's Week by using their social media platform on Facebook to

recognize local businesses and business women who have supported their local chapters over the past few years as

well as a new female entrepreneur. Businesses and women who were recognized include Polished Nail Salon, Simply

Elegant Bakery & Catering, Powers Coffee, 423Made, Elizabethton Collision Center, The Vanity Shop, and Made in the

Shady. Below is some information about a few of these businesses.

Polished is a nail salon located in Elizabethton, TN. Owner Jessica Franklin along with nail techs Holly, Crystal, and Kristy

offer manicure and pedicure services for both male and female clients of all ages. Many of our BPW members enjoy the

beautiful work these ladies do and I highly suggest you call over and make an appointment if you are in the

Elizabethton/Johnson City area! These ladies have also been a huge help in our fundraising efforts by selling pecans! 

Powers Coffee is owned and operated by Kim Ward and located in Downtown Elizabethton at Building 518. They have a

wonderful menu featuring a variety of coffees, frozen drinks, and Italian Sodas.

423Made is a locally owned and operated by Michelle Beachum. Michelle installed our local officers this year. They

specialize is custom gifts and signs. Check out their Facebook and Etsy Shop below for some awesome gifts ideas.

The Vanity Room is owned and operated by Britney Hodge. She is originally from Stoney Creek and graduated from the

Aesthetics department at Jenny Lea Academy in Johnson City, TN. Her passion is eyebrows and through her business

she is offering spa services such as facials, waxing, and brow/lash enhancement(tinting & lifting.

Elizabethton BPW

National Business Women's Week
Celebrations

National Business Women's Week kicked off for Rockwood BPW with

both County and City Mayors signing their proclamations for the week.

Local President Lee Ann Gaddis spoke to her members on the history

of NBWW. Local Secretary Becky Layne and 2nd Vice President

Geraldine Wallick provided decorations from Linda Rector's sewn

creations of owls and pumpkins. Local Parliamentarian Betty Johnston

provided cupcakes to celebrate our 99th year. 

Rockwood BPW is the oldest civic organization in Roane County. They

also helped start the 1st public library in Rockwood by loaning money

to the city to help build it. We look forward to our final countdown to a

100 years next year and hope to have a HUGE celebration. Please join

us on our journey and help us celebrate.

Rockwood BPW







As the kick-off for the 2020 National Business Women’s Week,

October 19-24, Jackson Area Business and Professional

Women announced their 2020 Woman of Achievement.  This is

the 31st year that this award has been presented. This annual

award honors a woman living or working in west Tennessee,

outside of Shelby County, who has achieved distinction in her

field, has served as a role model and/or mentor for other

working women, and who embodies the BPW motto: “Women

Helping Women,” especially in the workforce.      

Our 2020 JABPW Woman of Achievement is Kimberly A. Jones,

Executive Director/System Controller for West Tennessee

Healthcare.  In this capacity she is a part of the Executive

Finance Leadership Team supporting the System Chief

Financial Officer.     

In addition to her work with West Tennessee Healthcare, Ms.

Jones has played an active role in many community

organizations.  She has been a leader in Alpha Kappa Alpha

Sorority, the Alzheimer’s Association, Boys & Girls Club of

Jackson, Carl Perkins Telethon Volunteer, Financial Supporter

of St. Jude Heroes, and Faith Health Center.      

ABPW President Jan Bynum states, “Our 2020 JABPW Woman

of Achievement, Kimberly A. Jones understand the importance

of women helping women, and does her best to serve a role

model and mentor to women in all walks of life.  We are proud to

honor her service to our community.”

Jackson Area BPW

National Business Women's Week
Celebrations

Past recipients of this award are: Justice Martha Craig Daughtrey, Carol Carter-Estes, Helen Herron, Veronica Coleman,

Anita Battershell, Caprice East, Mary Tyler, Shirlene Mercer, Judge Christy Little, Kay Gibson, Karolyn Henry, Beth Bates,

Terri Kozlowitz,  Pat Alford, Jacque Hillman, Jackie Utley, Doris “Cousin Tuny” Freeman, Mary Jo Middlebrooks, Margaret

Cole, Linda Higgins, Dr. Nancy S. Zambito-Franz, Dr. Kay Wiles, Patsy Turner, Lynn Menendez, Daryl Chansuthus, Marilyn

Jackson, Kristi Turnbow, Wanda Stanfill, Pam Nash, and Vickie Lake.

2020 Woman of Achievement

Kimberly A. Jones, 
Jackson Area Business and Professional Women

Woman 2020 Woman of Achievement



In addit ion to Miss Farris and Dr .  Rut ledge ,  those attending from Tennessee were Miss Leora

Fellate ,  Memphis ;  Mrs .  W .A .  King ,  Nashv i l le ;  Miss Lou ise Neilson ,  Knoxv i l le ;  and Miss Bertha

Childs of Nashv i l le .  History  reveals that  Miss Childs was elected a v ice-president  of the nat ional

federat ion .

Early  in 1920,  Mrs .  Ethel Crabtree of Chattanooga became interested in forming a state

federat ion and had much correspondence w ith business women in Tennessee .  By  reason of the

interest  expressed ,  a call  went  out  to all  the business and professional women ’s clubs in

Tennessee (about  twenty  at  that  t ime)  to convene in Chattanooga in Ju ly.

On the afternoon of Ju ly  3,  1920,  a group of women represent ing seven business and

professional women ’s clubs of Tennessee met  in the Hotel Patten ,  Chattanooga Tennessee ,  and

agreed that  a state federat ion shou ld be formed .  By  seven o ’clock that  night  the group was

hav ing dinner together at  “The Hitching Post ,”  a rust ic tearoom in Chickamauga Park ,  and the

Tennessee Federat ion was an accomplished fact .  The seven charter clubs of the Tennessee

Federat ion were Chattanooga Business and Professional Women ’s Club ,  Chattanooga Business

Women ,  Columbia Business and Professional Women ’s Club ,  Jackson Business and Professional

Women ’s Club ,  Knoxv i l le Business and Professional Women ’s Club ,  Memphis Business and

Professional Women ’s Club ,  and Business and Professional Women ’s Club of Nashv i l le .

During the years ,  in addit ion to Miss Bertha Childs ,  elected v ice-president  at  the organizat ional

meet ing ,  Tennessee has given to the Nat ional Federat ion of Business and Professional Women ’s

Clubs ,  Inc . ,  two outstanding nat ional presidents ,  Miss Charl Ormond Wil l iams and Miss Osta

Underwood ;  two nat ional treasurers ,  Mrs .  Sara C .  Bruce and Miss Wanda Carter (Bates) ;

recording secretary  and 2nd Vice President ,  Miss Ann Scott ;  an execut ive secretary,  Miss Elinor

Coonrod ;  a nat ional parl iamentarian ,  Miss Margaret  Heath ,  who served longer than any  other

person in a nat ional posit ion ;  and a number of nat ional committee chairs and members .

HISTORY OF TENNESSEE
FEDERATION & BPW/TN
In June 1919 approximately one hundred business and professional women met in

the YWCA in Nashville, Tennessee, to stimulate interest in attendance at the

organizational meeting in St. Louis, Missouri, for the purpose of establishing the

National Federation of Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, Inc. Present

from four clubs in Tennessee were Miss Florence Arp, Knoxville; Dr. Elise

Rutledge, Memphis; Miss Mattie Lou Alford and Miss Fletcher Farris, Columbia;

and Mrs. W.A. King of the Altrusa club of Nashville.

As an outgrowth of that meeting, Fletcher Farris of Columbia was elected

delegate and Dr. Elise Rutledge of Memphis, alternate to represent Tennessee in

St. Louis at the organizational meeting of the National Federation of Business and

Professional Women’s Clubs, at Hotel Jefferson in St. Louis, July 14-17, 1919.



In 1921  the first  convent ion of the Tennessee Federat ion was held in Nashv i l le .  In 1922

Tennessee entertained a highly  successfu l  nat ional convent ion in Chattanooga .  In Ju ly  1984

Nat ional Area 3,  of which Tennessee was a member ,  hosted a dynamic nat ional convent ion in

Nashv i l le .The Tennessee Federat ion of Business and Professional Women ’s Clubs ,  Inc . ,  which

became Business and Professional Women of Tennessee ,  Inc .  (BPW/TN)  on Ju ly  I ,  2009,  has

gained prest ige and power for the business and professional women of Tennessee ;  has taken

part  in affairs affect ing women ,  along w ith a long career of state and community  usefu lness ,

which completely  just i f ies the v ision and hopes of our great  organizat ion .

In 1921  the first  convent ion of the Tennessee Federat ion was held in Nashv i l le .  In 1922

Tennessee entertained a highly  successfu l  nat ional convent ion in Chattanooga .  In Ju ly  1984

Nat ional Area 3,  of which Tennessee was a member ,  hosted a dynamic nat ional convent ion in

Nashv i l le .

The Tennessee Federat ion of Business and Professional Women ’s Clubs ,  Inc . ,  which became

Business and Professional Women of Tennessee ,  Inc .  (BPW/TN)  on Ju ly  I ,  2009,  has gained

prest ige and power for the business and professional women of Tennessee ;  has taken part  in

affairs affect ing women ,  along w ith a long career of state and community  usefu lness ,  which

completely  just i f ies the v ision and hopes of our great  organizat ion .

History of Tennessee Federation & BPW/TN Continued...

PATTY WOODBY
I N T E R I M  C A R T E R  C O U N T Y  M A Y O R
Patty  Woodby  is a member of the

Elizabethton BPW chapter and was

recent ly  took on the role of Interim

Carter County  Mayor .  

Patty  is the first  female county  mayor in

Elizabethton and was also the first

Chair Woman on the Carter County

Commission .  Patty  began working 10

years ago for the county  in the Circu it

Clerk ’s Office .  Two years ago ,  she ran

for Commission and was elected out  of

the 2nd District .  Last  year she was

placed in the Vice-Chair role of the

Commission ,  and then became Chair

after Ray  Lyons ret ired .  In September Patty  was elected as Chair for the Commission and

due to the passing of Mayor Rusty  Barnett  on the same day,  she became Interim Mayor .  In

December she plans to be the first  woman to run for County  Mayor and hopes to cont inue

out  the term .

Elizabethton BPW w ishes Patty  al l  the best  and are proud to support  her in her roles .

Photo from the Elizabethton Star ,  Brittnee Nave



December 1st 2020 - Every BPW/TN Member who places

an order by December 1st will be entered into a giveaway

which will be awarded at the Region I meeting in March.

January 1st, 2021 - Locals / Members who raise $500 by

January 1st will win entry into a giveaway which will be

awarded at the Region I Meeting in March.

February 1st, 2021 - Deadline to earn tickets to the East

Region Spring Meeting.

Qualifying Deadlines & Incentives

F A L L  2 0 2 0 - S P R I N G  2 0 2 1

The East Region fundraiser is in full swing and with the holidays

around the corner now is a perfect time to place an order! It is

the Region's goal to allow members from both the East and

West to earn free tickets to the spring meeting as well as build

their treasury. Details can be found in the last issue of The

Achiever, but below you will find a recap and deadlines for the

various incentives you can earn!

East Region Fundraiser

The following members have already placed an order and

gotten their names into the member drawing!

Beth Bates

Kristi DeMoss

Martha Ervin

Amber Farley

Michelle White

The following members have earned their free ticket!

Martha Ervin - Memphis

Michelle White - Elizabethton

Make sure to place your order by December 1st to be entered

into that member drawing!

Congratulations are in Order!



BPW/TN is hosted their first ever virtual fundraising walk during National Business Women's Week. This walk

raised funds for the Aspiring Leaders of Tomorrow Scholarship fund. The walk was open to members and

non-members to walk, run, etc in their own towns so that they could practice social distancing as well as

participate in a statewide walk. Each participant received a virtual bib and medallion for participating.

Together members walked over 35 miles in one week, raising more than $200 for the scholarship. BPW/TN

would like to congratulate the winner of our first ever virtual walk, LEE ANN GADDIS! Lee Ann walked more

than 15 miles during the walk and has been crushing her walking mileage ever since!

BPW/TN will hold another walk in the spring, so please keep an eye out for more information. If you would like

to contribute to the scholarship fund, please contact Beth Bates at batesb@aol.com

BPW/TN Virtual Walk for Education

Proper Care for Cloth Masks

Wet or dirty masks should be keep it in a sealed plastic bag until you can wash it. 

Wash wet or dirty masks as soon as possible to prevent them from becoming moldy. 

Wet masks can be hard to breathe through and are less effective than dry masks.

Wet & Dirty Masks

Masks should be washed whenever they get dirty or at least daily. If you have a disposable face mask, throw it

away after wearing it once

.If using a washing machine you can include your mask with your regular laundry. Use regular laundry

detergent and the appropriate settings according to the fabric label.

If you are washing by hand, wash your mask with tap water and laundry detergent or soap .Rinse thoroughly

with clean water to remove detergent or soap.

If using a dryer to dry your mask, dry completely in a warm or hot dryer.

If hanging your mask to dry, hang your mask in direct sunlight to dry completely. If you cannot hang it in direct

sunlight, hang or lay it flat and let it dry completely.

How to Wash & Dry Your Mask

This information was obtained from the CDC website.



In celebratation of the upcoming holidays and the annual pecan fundraisers hosted by both

Elizabethton BPW and Rockwood BPW. Here is a classic pecan pie recipe for you to try this season! If

you have a favorite pecan recipe, please send it along to publication@bpwtn.org to be featured in an

upcoming issue!

Classic Pecan Pie

One 9-inch unbaked pie dough chilled

2/3 cup corn syrup

1 cup brown sugar

1/4 cup unsalted butter

2 teaspoons vanilla extract or 1 tablespoon bourbon

1/2 teaspoon cinnamon

3 large eggs

1 1/4 cup chopped pecans

What You'll Need:

Preheat the oven to 350F degrees and position the oven rack in the bottom 1/3 of the oven.

Take the pie dough out of the fridge and let sit at room temperature for about 10 minutes.

On a lightly floured surface using a floured rolling pin, roll out the dough into a circle about 12 inches in

diameter

.Lightly dust the bottom of a 9-inch pie plate with flour and transfer the pie dough to the pie plate.

Lightly sprinkle flour on the inside of the pie crust. Then fold over the edges of the pie dough and crimp

with your fingers or press down with a fork.

Place the pie plate and crust in the fridge as you make the filling.

Add the corn syrup, brown sugar and butter to a medium saucepan over low heat. Melt together until

the sugar is no longer grainy and the butter is melted, stirring occasionally.

Remove the pan from the heat and whisk in the vanilla extract (or bourbon) and cinnamon.

In a separate bowl whisk the eggs until frothy.

Whisk 1 tablespoon of the brown sugar mixture into the eggs.

Whisk the eggs into the warm brown sugar mixture, making sure to go quickly so that the eggs don't

scramble.

Take the pie crust out of the fridge and place the chopped pecans in the pie shell, then pour the filling

mixture into the crust (the pecans will float to the top).

Bake in the preheated oven for 50-60 minutes* then remove from the oven and let sit at room

temperature for at least 4 hours before serving.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

Instructions:

After about 30 minutes check on the pie to see if the crust is getting too brown. If it's already golden, place a

piece of aluminum foil over top of the pie and continue baking.

Pie can be covered and stored at room temperature for up to 8 hours, then refrigerate. Store pie covered in

the fridge for up to 4 days (although it's best after 2). Pie can be wrapped tightly and frozen for up to 3

months, then thaw in the fridge overnight. Bring pie to room temperature before serving.

Note:































Event  /  Deadline:

Submission Deadline for January  Achiever issue .

The Achiever Published Online and Mailed to Printed Subscribers .

Submission Deadline for March Achiever issue .

Women 's History  Month

Equal Pay  Day

Region I (East)  Spring Meet ing (Michelle White)

Women 's Day  on the Hil l

The Achiever Published Online and Mailed to Printed Subscribers .

Region II I  (West)  Spring Meet ing

Candidates for Office

Deadline :  Nominat ions (State Officers ,  Regional Directors)  to Nominat ions Chair .

(60  days before the first  business session of Convent ion) .  

Deadline :  Submitt ing by laws amendments tbc at  BOD (60  days prior)  

Approve all  committee appointments for upcoming year (60  days prior to

Convent ion)  

Execut ive Committee approve convent ion budget

Submission Deadline for May  Achiever issue .

Deadline :  Membership Dues for Awards .

ALT-YC Scholarship Applicat ion Deadline

Early  Registrat ion Deadline for 2021  Convent ion .

Deadline :  LO Officers Informat ion form to Treasurer and Webmaster

Deadline :  President ’s Reports (award qualif icat ions ,  officers)  to President ,  1st  &

2nd VPs ,  and Legislat ive Chair at  www.bpwtn .org .

Deadline :  Report ing Foundat ion Contribut ions

Deadline :  Al l  reports to State President  for Convent ion

Deadline :  Al l  reports to 1st  Vice President  for Post-Convent ion EC and BOD

The Achiever Published Online and Mailed to Printed Subscribers .

2021  BPW/TN State Convent ion

2020

December 20th ,  2020

2021

January  15th ,  2021

February  20th ,  2021

March

March 2021

March 6th ,  2021

March 9-10th ,  2021

March 15th ,  2021

March 27th ,  2021

April  1st ,  2021

April  10th ,  2021

April  10th ,  2021

April  10th ,  2021

April  20th ,  2021

April  30th ,  2021

April  30th ,  2021

May  2021

May  15th ,  2021

May  15th ,  2021

May  15th ,  2021

May  15th ,  2021

May  15th ,  2021

May  15th ,  2021

June 2021

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL WOMEN OF TENNESSEE
C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S :  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1

Write Christmas Cards Christmas Movie Marathon

Bake Homemade Christmas Cookies

Create Your Own Holiday Photo at Home

Decorate the Tree

Gingerbread HousesDrive around the neighborhood and look at the lights

HOLIDAY BUCKET LIST
This year our holidays may look a little different, but there are plenty of activities you can do to
connect with loved ones and enjoy the season while taking precautions and practicing safety.

Write a letter to Santa (you are never too old to believe!)

Drink Hot Cocoa by the Fire

Dance to Holiday Music

Christmas Crafts

Virtual Holiday Pajama Party


